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Mnemonic Device

for remembering MENC’s

Nine National Standards
by Dr. Kirk Kassner

Since 1994 MENC’s National Standards for music education have been a powerful force for keeping music lessons focused and musically relevant.  At my presentations for teachers and college students, I often ask if anyone can recite the Nine National Standards in order from memory.  Once in a while, someone can, but it is very rare.  My college students and student teachers had trouble remembering the standards also, so I came up with a memory aide.


Imagine a young pre-historic cave dweller, named Ud Uhc.  His wise old uncle gives him some advice for living a good life:  “Speak no lie, Ud Uhc.”  Because spelling and capitalization were not yet standardized, this came out:
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It is very useful to keep the National Standards in mind when planning lessons – sometimes amazing lessons come from learning musical concepts across multiple musical engagements.  Combining listening with playing, history and culture, for example in my Viennese Musical Clock lesson, provides multiple listening opportunities and a variety of personal involvement with the musical elements.  Students gain a deeper understanding of and appreciation for musical thinking.  

It is also useful to keep the National Standards in mind when presenting a lesson.  Combining playing with singing, for example, can help students play instruments more accurately.  I often have students sing the music in solfege before playing it on band or string instruments.  This sets the expected sound in their heads, so if they play an incorrect note, they will instantly recognize the error.  Before I started this policy, students would concentrate so much on the correct fingering, they forgot to listen and their error detection was weak.
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At the time of the American Revolution (shortly before Beethoven composed Fuer Elise), Europe was owned and ruled mainly by four families:

Habsburgs
Hanovers
Hohenzollerns
Bourbons

Royal children were required to marry other royals so money and power could stay concentrated in these four families.  There were many intermarriages among the families, so after several centuries, all were somehow related to each other.
House of Habsburg
Maria Theresa
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Empress of Austria
Sovereign of Hungary, Croatia, Bohemia, Mantua, Milan, Lodomeria, Galicia, Austrian Netherlands, and Parma.

By marriage, Grand Duchess of Tuscany, Duchess of Lorraine, German Queen, and Holy Roman Empress.
House of Hanover

George III
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King of England

King of Scotland

King of Ireland

Prince of Wales

King of Hanover
Duke of Brunswick

Duke of Lueneburg

Sovereign of American Colonies, Canada, Australia, etc.
House of Hohenzollern

Frederick II “The Great”
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King of Prussia

King of Brandenburg
Duke of Pomerania

Prince of Neuchatel

Sovereign of Silesia and several small German duchies: Osnabruck, Magdeburg, Minden, etc.
House of Bourbon
Louis XIV
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King of France
King of Navarre

Sovereign of New France (America)
Other Bourbon Kings ruled Spain and its colonies around the world
Royals used their money mainly to fight wars and build beautiful buildings.  Most kings and queens had several palaces.  Empress Maria Theresa of Austria, for example, built Schoenbrunn Palace outside Vienna.
View from back garden
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The Great Gallery Hall
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The Laquer Room
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The Mirror Room
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Decorated with white wooden panellinig and gold
leaf ornamentation, this room was chiefly used for
public audiences and social events. It was here in
the Mitror Room that the infant prodigy Wolfgang
Amadeus Mozart gave his first concert in 1762,
surrounded by the brilliance of the crystal mirrors
and chandeliers. His father, Leopold Mozart, wrote
to a friend: “We were received most graciously by
Their Majesties; Wolfie sprang up onto the Em-
press’ lap and promptly covered her face with
kisses.”
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The Palace Theater
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Two of Empress Therese’s Golden carriages
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The Zoo
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SCHONBRUNN ZOO

Schénbrunn Zoo is the oldest 200 in the world,
having been built in 1752 for Maria Theresa’s
husband, Franz Stephan of Lorraine, after plans
by Jean Nicolas Jadot de Ville-Issey. The historical
focus of the Baroque menageric is formed by the
Emperor’s former breakfast pavilion, around
which the animal preserve was arranged. Where
the Imperial couple once enjoyed their morning
chocolate, visitors can today sit in the

X
house and observe exotic species of animal. The
Habsburgs, who all shared a passion for collec-
ting and a scientific interest in animals and plants
from other lands, received gifts of animals from

the European nobility and from diplo-
mats from all over the world, and
also commissioned extensive expedi-
tions abroad, from the West In-
dies to Africa. Exotic creatures cap-
tured abroad have graced the zoo
here in Austriaever since. The oo
has always been a focus of great
interest, not only for the Im-
perial family but also for the gen-
eral public. In 1828 the world-fam:
ous violin virtuoso Paganini even
had to cancel a concert in Vienna
because the first giraffe was being
delivered to Schonbrunn. Today
the 200 receives almost a milion
visitors every year.
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Ludwig van Beethoven

1770-1827

Beethoven’s life spanned one of the Western World’s time of greatest social and political changes.  Below are a few pictures that might jog your memory of events from this time in history.

1776
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For the first time in two thousand years, people declare that they no longer owe allegiance to a king, but choose to govern themselves instead.

1789
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The French people, encouraged by the success of the Americans, get rid of their king and queen and many other royals.

1791

[image: image16.jpg]



The most famous composer and pianist dies, opening the way for Beethoven to take those titles.
Beethoven and Mozart were members of the Freemasons (as were many prominent Americans, such as George Washington), a group that advocated the overthrow of absolute monarchies.




1799
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A common man takes command of France’s army, stops the Reign of Terror, promising liberty, fraternity, and equality.  His armies liberate most of the rest of Europe from the control of royal families.

1803
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Napoleon needed money to support his huge armies, so made a deal with President Thomas Jefferson, doubling the size of the United States of America for $15M.

1815
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The royal families’ armies defeat Napoleon and re-establish control of the lands he conquered.  Europe would not see democracy established there until after a hundred years, following World War I.

